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Chapter | - INTRODUCTION
Finding a True Vocation

Whenwe are children, peoplesayto us, "What do you wantto be whenyou grow up?" At that
age, we usually have dreams. We know that we want to teabloon, or learnto fly the fastest
aircraft in the world, or saveendangeredanimal speciespr makesomebrilliant scientific dis-
coverythat will transformhumanlives. We are not yet old enoughto worry aboutjob markets
andbalancingbudgetsand supportingourselvesand our families.Wehaveonly our dreamsand
the secretcertainty that we are uniqueand havea very specialthing to do in life. Evenif our
parentshavedifferentdreamsfor us, we knowthe differencebetweertheir dreamsand our own.
When we are children, we are still capable of hearing the voice of the soul.

Aswe grow older, the questionschange Peoplesayto us, "You had better start thinking about
what you want to do with your life. How will you makea living?" Thereis no longer time for

dreaming;we mustnow "face reality" and think abouthowto survivein the big, bad old world.

Theinner senseof specialnes$adesbeforethe numbingevidenceof high unemploymenfigures,
stiff competitionfor everyjob application,and economicswingsand downturnswhich makeus
feelwe are fortunateto getanykind of work at all. Andif we find ourselvesdiscontentedn that
work, or we loseour jobs, we feel demeaneddevalued and unableto trust our deepestireams
and aspirations,becausethere might not be any other work. And evenif there were, we have
probably long since loghatinner connectionwhich couldtell uswhatmakesour heartsingand

restores the sense of having a very special thing to do in life.

This astrologicalreport is aboutyour vocation.It is meantto help you geta senseof whatyou
might be good at and what might be goodfor you, so that your working life hasa meaningas
well as a pay cheque. If you are looking fatigection, astrologycould helpyouto find it; if you
already haveone, astrologycould help you confirm and perhapsenhancet. The Englishword
"vocation" comesfrom a Latin root which means'to call". Having a calling implies something
higher or deeper- an inner Selfor soulwhich knowswhatwe are really herefor. Todaywe use
the word "vocation" mainly in relation to thosewhofeel a religious calling. The challengesand
problemsof the changingworld, with its rapid and unsettlingadvancesn technologyand its
shifting political and economiacurrents,havefrightenedus and turnedour mindsawayfrom the
inner importanceof whatwe do in life. Yetso manypeoplefeel directionlessor are unhappyin
their work, evenif they are well paid for it. Few of us possesghe luxury of inherited wealth;
mostof us mustmakeour ownway in the world. Work, no lessthanrelationship,lies at the core
of our lives and occupiesmostof our waking hours. Yet we may be unableto think from the
centre outward - to focus first on who we are and what inspires us, and then seek f@hicles
in the outer world. Instead,we think from the outsidein, focusingon what others,or our own
hiddeninsecurities tell usis possible.We are not broughtup to know and trust ourselvesand
our abilities, but rather, to know only the limits of external reality. And thehawener
ourselves into shape to fit them.
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Becauseeverybirth horoscopés unique,astrologyteacheausthat eachindividual hasa unique

nature and a unique set of abilities. While a horoscope cannot tell us which company will offer us

a job, or howmuchwe canexpecto be paid, it canhelpusto understandhat, if we wishto feel
our lives matter,we needto expressn the outer world at leastsomeof who we are in the inner
one.No job is perfect;we mustall compromiseWhatmattersis that what we do connectausto
something special inside, something that makes us feel worthwhile and usipatéfer our best
to life. The insights of astrology are not literal and specific. They are symbolicand psycho-
logical, and tell us aboutspheresof life which inspire us, needswhich nourish our souls,and
personallimits which mark the boundariesof what we are capableof achievingin onelifetime.

We cannot become other than what we are, and no human being contains all possibilities.

all goodat differentthings. Theright mix of realism and faith in ourselvescan ensurethat we
feel our passage through life has been worth the effort.

To makethe bestuse of the astrological insights offered by this report, it is importantto re-

memberthree things. First, a soundunderstandingof one’s needs potentials,and limits is far

moreimportantthanthe factsandfigures presentedo us by the outerworld. It is not that facts
and figures do not matter. But even if there is only onayalilableand four hundredapplicants
seekingt, we possessnore powerthan we realiseto createour ownreality. If that job is truly

right for us, and we are prepared to do the necessary preparation and traivenwgll achieveit

- somewheresometime, somehowSecondwe mustnot be afraid to try. Trying and failing and
trying again are far betterthan not trying at all, for we can learn from our failures evenmore
thanwelearn from our successUnderstandingvhy we mightunconsciouslyourt failure or fail

to seizeopportunitiesmayalso be important. Many peopleare doggednot by lack of ability, but
by a deep unconsciousconviction that they do not deserveto be fulfilled. Understanding
ourselveamoredeeplycan help usto distinguishbetweerreal limits and unnecessargelf-sabo-
tage. Third, a birth chart cannot,of its own volition, createour opportunitiesfor us, any more
than a road map can makeus take a journey. A birth horoscopecan showus a direction and
encourage us to make manifest our highest values and most cherished dreams. Bdivedch
al mustmakethe decisionto setoff downthe road. If we refusethroughfear or cynicism,and
remain sitting on the doorstep yearning for what might have been, we ddameeitherastrol-

ogy or the world for our discontent.

/Mi/ Gnewm’
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Chapter Il
How You See the World I@
Eachof us seeshe world differently,and feelsstrongand compe- @
tent in some areas and uncertainiliequippedin others.No per- \

sonis perfectlyadaptedto everysphereof life. Finding the right
direction may dependpartly on your knowing how you evaluate
and adaptto life, and finding an outer situation which matches
your fundamentaloutlook. Of courseit is not as simple as just
lookingfor a placewhereyou can exercisewhatyou believeto be
your strengthsand avoid what you perceiveas your weaknesses.
Sometimesworking to developsidesof your personality where
you feel unsurecan generatethe greatestfeeling of accomplish-
ment.But it doeshelp if your perspectiveon life is in harmony
with whatyou do, andyou canthereforefeel confidentand ableto
meetthe challengeswhich your work offers. It can also makea
differenceif you are able to remain loyal to your values and
needsratherthanacceptinga situationwhereyou believeneither
in what you are doing nor in the people you work with.

Find a creative vehicle for your feelings and imagination

Your innerworld is rich, andfull of creativeimagesandideasthat
ebb and flow accordingto your moodsand energy.You are a
sensitive soul who may not enjoy the cut and thrust of many
spheresof work. Ratherthantying yourselfto the humdrum,you
might be happier focused on cherished subjects/thalove - his-
tory, archaeologyfine arts or objectsof beauty,or the careful
work of helping to enrich and inspire the creative potential in
others.You might make an excellentteacher,becauseyou have
greatsensitivityto others’emotionalneedsandrequirementsand
canbe extremelytactful whenyou needto be. Most importantly,
anywork thatyou do needsto be fuelled by the inspirationof the
imagination.If you teach,or chooseto work with othersin the
helping fields or as an advisor or counsellor, makeyou cando
so with the freedomto communicateimaginatively and express
imagesand ideasthat do not require an absolutefactual basis.
Artistic expressiorof somekind is likely to be importantfor you,
and evenif this doesnot form the basisfor paid work, you still
needto makesureyou havetime to do your own creativework.
This is particularlyimportantif you work within a structuredenvi-
ronmentwhere you have to curtail your imaginative flights in
orderto fit into a teamor institutional hierarchy.Bestof all, you
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might find just the right creativevehiclewhich could allow you to
indulgeyour imaginationandstill feel you are contributingsome-
thing to human welfare through what you create.

The theatre or the world of film might be a suitable vehicle/for
- not necessarilyon the stage,although,given your subtlety and
perceptivenesaboutothers,you might well havethe skill to por-
tray many different charactersBut thereare many dimensionsof
this world in which you might fit, rangingfrom castingto script-
writing to costumedesignto stagemanagementlhis could satisfy
your cravingto bein touchwith somethingargerthanlife, while
still allowing you to work closely with othersand satisfy your
needfor emotionalexchangeYou are both highly individualistic
in your creativeideasand very needful of a warm, appreciative
working environment.The peopleyou work with are very im-
portant,andyou needto considerthis asa major factorin finding
satisfactionin what you do. In general,work which involves the
imagination- whetherin the arts, the helping professionspr the
teachingestablishment would not only suit you, but would prob-
ably attractthe kinds of peoplewith whomyou are mostlikely to

feel empathy and emotional rapport. Businesses which deal in

imaginative products,such as the publishing and distribution of
music or literature, might also lagpealingFollow your heartand
your intuition. It is your imaginationandyour feelingswhich can
tell you which sphereyou would be happiestn. Above all, don’t
sell yourselfshortby acceptingwork which givesyou no senseof
the grandeur and beauty and excitement inherent in life.

Chapter 11l
Your aptitudes and strengths

An honest and realistic understanding of your fundamental
strengthscan help you to orientateyourselfin the world and put

your energy into areas where you can hope to shine and achieve at

leastmanyof your mostcherishedgoals.Recognisingasicissues
such as the capacity and desireto handle responsibility,or the
needfor stability and security,or the craving for constantnew
challengescan affectyour decisionsand help you to avoid wast-
ing your abilities in spheresvhereyou are not likely to be happy
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or at home.ThisdoesNOT meanthat, if this report seemsontra-
dictory to what you are presently doing, you should abruptly
throw asideeverythingyou havebuilt sofar. If, for examplenew
challengesanda degreeof independencare importantfor youin
your work accordingto your astrological profile, you should not
immediatelyabandona steadyjob and charge off into the blue
pursuing an unrealistic dream. Further training miagrnecessary,
and your domesticresponsibilitiesmust also be consideredin +
relation to whatis possibleat any giventime in your life. But a
personalitywhichfundamentallyrequiresan independentreative

platform from which to work meatisat youmightneedto consid-

er newpossibilitieswithin the frameworkof your presentcircum-

stances, or work on a long-term pldwoughwhichyoucangrad-

ually achievethe autonomyyou need.The secretof real success

the kind which is rooted in an inner feeling of a worthwhile-lite

to first acceptwhoyou are, believein it, and stoptrying to model

yourselfon somebodglse.Thenaim to shapeyour outerlife in as

many ways as are realistically possiblein order to provide the

right working vehicle for your true nature and values.

Stay loyal to your inner values

Whateverwork you do, you needto remainloyal to your inner
vision of whatreality is all about.You haveneverbeencomfort-
able following the commondrumbeat,in work or in any other
sphereof your life; and evenif your valuescoincide with those
espousedy the collective in which you live, this is likely to be
coincidenceatherthanany wish on your partto fit a socially ac-
ceptablemould. For this reasonyou are not well suitedto adapt-
ing to any large organisatioror institution. If you find yourselfin
sucha work situation,you may beginto experienceconflicts, not
only with thosein authority, but with colleaguesand co-workers
who are more dependenbn collective opinion thanyou are.You
are probablybestsuitedto working independentlyjn one of the
creativefields, or asa consultantor professionalWwho answersto
no one but yourself. You are not averseto respectingstandards
which you yourself approveof. But you havelittle tolerancefor
ruleswhich areimposedsimply becausesomebodyelsewantsto
feelimportantand powerful. Your work requirementsnay not be
easyto accommodat@ the outerworld becausg/ou havesuchan
independent and individual spirit. But if you can drawyoar rich
inner worldfor ideasandinspiration,you arecapableof enormous
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dedication,andalsoof the achievemenbf success althoughyou
are likely to define success in your own terms.

You tend to enjoy participatingin worthwhile causesand you

may relisha goodfight, if it is with anidearatherthananindivid-

ual. Thusyou arewell suitedto put your imaginationand energy
behindimportantissuesin the outer world - whetherecological,

social, economic, artistic, or political - and promulggatar highly

individual vision of a bettersociety. As long as your causehas

some relationship with the earthly planesaistenceyou couldbe

a powerful force for good. But you are proud and liable to dis- *
illusionmentwith othersbecausecompromisecomeshardto you; O i
and so, in the end, you may find that involvementwith groups,

howeverworthy the cause doesnot suit you. Always a solo per-

former by preferenceyou also enjoy playing agentprovocateur

andstirring the pot - andafterwardleaving othersto cleanup the

debris.The chip which is firmly lodgedon your shouldercanim-

pel you to fine creative work.ry to makesurethatyou do not ex-

haust yourself in battles with thoado havelittle relevanceo the

dreams and visions which are so dayou. Your energyis better

spent on creation, not on warfare with unimportant enemies.

Hearing a different drumbeat

You haveneverbeenespeciallygoodat "fitting in" whenit comes
to conventionalexpectationsThis reflects the intensity of your
urge to be nothing more nor lessthanyourself. It alsoreflectsa
particularopennesgo new ideas,especiallythosewhich are still
forming in the collective psycheand have not yet emergedand
beensanctionedoy collective consciousnessrou are inclined to
unconventionathinking, andhavea strongresistancéo structures
andideaswhich hold backprogressor are upheldmerelybecause
they havealwaysbeenthere.This makesyou a bit of a rebel,in-
tellectuallyif notin externalbehaviour.You areclearly not likely
to be happyin awork situationwhereauthorityis imposedon you
from without - especiallyif you have little respectfor the in-
telligenceof that authority, or if you are expectedto adhereto
rulessimply becausehe rulesarethere.You are perfectlycapable
of disciplineandapplication,but you needto know thatthereare
good reasons for any limits placedyour creativeexpressiorand
your thinking. If you cannotfind a goodreasonyou arelikely to
simply disregard the injunction, or activelgbel againstit. It
would not be wise foyou to subjectyourselfto sucha situationin
your working life for anylengthof time, asyou arelikely to even-
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tually sabotageyour own efforts, leavein a huff, or force a con-
frontation and get yourself made redundant.

You need a working environmentwhere eccentricity and in-
novativethinking are encouragednd rewarded,and where your
openness$o new perspectivesand alternativeviews of reality are
welcomed as creative contributions. You could work within a
company or organisationonly if it is flexible and innovative
enoughto merit your respect.Or you may needto work in-
dependentlydevelopingprofessionalskills which enableyou to
pursueyour work at your own paceand in your own way. The
"fringe" fields - suchasalternativemedicine archetypabndtrans-
personal psychology, astrology, and the more experimental
dimensions of computer science and scientific research - soitld
you well, for you needto listento your own drumbeaiandexplore
ideas as a pioneer and ndb#ower. You havea strongreforming
spirit, andthereis somethingwithin you thatwould like to change
theworld - evenshockingit, if necessary andencourageéhuman
beings to become more than what theg. This may attractyou to
the political arena,or to humanitariarconcernswhich reflectyour
idealistic vision of what society could and should be. You can
sometimed$e dogmaticin your oppositionto whatyou experience
as rigidity in others.But your dogmatismarises,not from con-
servatism, but from your vision of a more orderly cosimashich
humanmessand chaosare broughtinto line and improvedupon.
You will probablyneverfeel entirely comfortablepursuinga con-
ventionalworking life. Find anideawhich inspiresyou, thenfind
a field of work, a training, or an institution or group which upholds
andpromulgateghatidea;andthen carveyour own pathinto the
future.

Self-expression demands a creative outlet

Foryou, therealworld is not the one"out there"wherepeoplesit
fuming in early morning rush-hourtraffic jamsor spendprecious
hourstrying to decidewhetherto buy a newtelevisionin the Jan-
uary sales.Your reality is the world of myth and magic,romance
and chivalry. If you do not haveelementsof this world incorpo-
ratedin your working life, you arelikely to find your job boring,
unrewarding,or even downright soul-destroying.You do not
perceive people in terms of their everyday behavigouw; in-
tuitively sensethe archetypalbackgroundn which their lives are
embedded.This meansthat your perceptionstend to be ex-
aggeratedhndlargerthanlife, andyou needa big stageon which
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to perform your central part in the play. You want to be the protag-
onistor the director,not a memberof the chorus.Self-expression
is extremelyimportant,andyou arelikely to find it difficult if you
are requiredo keepa low profile andsayonly whatis deemedac-
ceptableby thosearoundyou. Evendresscodesarelikely to irri-
tateyou if they aretoo uniform anddull. In the world of the arts
you are more likely to feel at home, becaeseentricityandorigi-
nality arewelcomethere.In the world of businessunlessyou can
achievea position where you can be a devil-may-caretrouble-
shooter oflamboyantCEOwho givesinterviewsto the pressyou
arelikely to feelangryatthe impositionsplacedon your individu-
al self-expressionFind a professionwhereyou can be who you
are,dressmoreor lessaccordingto theimageyou wish to project,
and expressyour ideaswithout worrying aboutwhetheryou are
shockingothersor makingthemthink too hard.You dislike being
madeto feel ordinary, and probably consideryourself extraordi-
nary insomerespectWhile this is not ajustificationfor trampling
overthefeelingsof others,you needto feel special,andrequirea
field of work whereothersacknowledgeyour specialnesandre-
ward you for your creativeefforts. Committeesarelikely to drive
you wild with frustration and impatience.

Getthe besteducationyou can,eventhoughyou mayfind it hard
to acceptthe authorityof academicsvho lack imagination.But in
order to ensurethat you have the freedomto createthe kind of
working life you needyou will haveto jump overat leastsomeof
society’shurdlesand earnthe right to be takenseriously.If you
are an artist, developyour technique;the work of otherscould
proveaninspiration,so don’t be too proudto let themteachyou.
Oneof your greatdangerss to lapseinto the "misunderstoodjen-
ius" mode.While theremight be sometruth in it, is not likely to
contributeto any real feeling of fulfilment. You do want to be
acknowledgedevenif only by thoseyou consideron your level;
self-expressioris not very satisfyingif thereis no one aroundto
appreciatat. As long asyou canrecognisehe importanceof self-
discipline to get whereyou want to go, you do not haveto sell
your soul. But you mustpresentyour creativework in a language
which is understood. The pioneering spirit is abwvelwell in you,
andthat spirit hasneverrequiredqualificationsto find gold or ex-
plore the wilderness,inner or outer. You are capableof making
your way with or without collective stampsof approval. Don’t
wasteyour energytrying to communicateyour vision to others
while refusing to convey it in a language they can understand.
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The need to be yourself dominates all other work require-
ments

Whateverfield you chooseto work in, you mustbe ableto utilise
your individuality and personalvision to makeyour way in life.
You cannotsell someoneelse’sproduct,or copy someoneelse’s
creative style, or promulgate someoneelse’s ideas. "Job sat-
isfaction”, for you, comesfrom recognitionof your specialness,
and the knowledgethat you have offered what is genuinelyand
authenticallyyour own, to the bestof your ability. You do not
want to be ordinary and live an ordinary, safe life. You would
rathertake a few risks and endurea few hard knocks,and know
that you have beenloyal to your own soul. In someways, your
path may be harderthanit is for many who are contentto have
somefinancial securityanda nice, safeplacein society.At times
you may experiencdonelinessand haveto fight for your ground;
and you may also occasionally be thagetof others’envy. Those
who do not havethe courageto beindividualsmay feel threatened
by your uncompromising determination to express without
hypocrisywhatyou feel you haveto give. But eventhoughfulfil-
mentin work may not come easily to you, or come without a
price, it is unlikely that yowill everregretpayingthe priceif you
know you are making an intenselyindividual contributionto life.
Whether you dahis througha creativetalent,or throughbusiness,
or throughsomeareaof the sciencesor the helping professions,
you needto know, like theline in the Frank Sinatrasong,thatyou
are doing it your way.

Additional aptitudes and strengths

Althoughtheseare your main strength,there are other qualities
which you can build on as you considerthe bestwaysto utilise
your energyand talents. Thesemay not be as dominantin your
nature,but theyare importantneverthelesand needto be consid-
ered in any assessmenf your work situation. An astrological
chart, from the perspectiveof vocation, presentsus with an
essentiacharacterpattern; and the "ideal" sphereof work is one
in which as mangf one’sessentiacharacterqualitiesas possible
can be givenan avenueof expressionThereis no perfectjob for
anyone,just as there is no perfect world. But theseimportant
characteristics need room in your life, somewhere, sometiodve,
honoured and offered some vehicle through which it can live.
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The best place is at the centre of the stage

As Shakespearence suggestedall the world is a stageto you,
andall the menandwomenmerely players;andin your working
life you would always be happiestplaying the protagonistrather
than the chorus.You needboth an audienceand a big stageon
which to perform, and you shouldaim for the limelight - partly
becauseyou would not be satisfiedwith a careerthat earnsyou
moneybut doesnot give you a placein which you canshine.The
artsprovidea naturalspherein which you canexpressyour crea-
tive gifts and gain the recognition you seekydii have any
artistictalent,takeit seriouslyandtrain it thoroughly,so thatyou
cancompetewith confidenceand a knowledgethat you havethe
necessanskills. Evenif you do not have any specific ability at
acting, writing, painting, or performing, you can still achieve
succesdehindthe scenesas a director, editor, agent,designer,
publisher,or concertorganiser.You needto be in a world where
there is colour, magic, constantchangeand challenge,and a
chanceto feel you arein touchwith a bigger, brighterworld. Try
to avoid jobs whereyou are simply oneamongstmanyin a large
organisation or institution. You would only wind up creating crises
in orderto draw attentionto yourself and expressthe frustration
you experienceat beingdeniedthe right to feel specialandrecog-
nised.Thereareplacesin the businessvorld wherea highly indi-
vidualistic personalityis welcomedand rewarded;and this might
suityou, if you canensurethatyou will be ableto achievesucha
position. You might excel in advertisingand marketingbecause
you have magnetism and charisma and can communicate ideas in a
lively, dramaticway. Don’t subjectyourselfto unnecessaryrus-
tration in work which doesn’t nourish your needto constantly
recreate yourself. You deserve your place in the Sun.

Being different requires an individual path

If you are very fortunate,you may find, or havefound, just the
right niche for your particularnatureand talents.You may have
known from an early agethat you wantedto succeedn a partic-
ular creativefield. But if you have not beenso fortunatein the
past,thereis no reasorwhy you cannotpursueyour dreamsmore
effectively in the present. Life may teagbu someseriousessons
concerningadaptatiorto the limits of the materialworld, andthe
necessityof times of sheer,boring hard work to achievea goal.
But aslong asyou arewilling to learnthoselessonsyou canhave
the kind of working life you mostneedto feel fulfilled: an envi-
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ronment where you can be an individual and expyeaspersonal
style and creative ideas; colleagueswho are stimulating and
challenging,andengageyou intellectuallyandimaginatively;and
a chancefor a wider public to seeand appreciateyour gifts. You

will neverbe one of the herd, nor ever be satisfied with work

which confines your movement,stifles your imagination, and
makesyou feel as thoughyour life is unimportant.It could be
arguedthat no life is unimportant,and that the value of a work
contributioncannotbe basedon how much of a public impactit

makes.But evenif you know this in principle, you will probably
neverentirely acceptit on the emotionallevel. A mirror which re-
flects back to you your role in a brighter, granderlife dramais

essential to you for a sense of true vocation.

Chapter IV

Know Your Limits

Recognisingyour innate limitations can help you to focus your
energyin theright direction and getthe maximumfulfilment from
your work. All humanbeingshavelimitations, and theseneedto
beseennotas“faults” or "failings", but astheinevitableresult of
having strengthsin other areas. No individual has everything.
Being able to understandthose areas where essentialcharacter
qualities might restrict your capacity to engagein or enjoy a
particular kind of work, is part of the building of self-understand-
ing and self-confidenceSometimesve haveto try and then fail
before we are able to recognise that we are undeveloped, unsuited,
or simply uninterested in particular sphereof life. Pressurefrom
family and peer group may push us into attemptingto become
what we are not, and muchtime and energy may be wastedin
attemptingto fulfil someonelse’sexpectationsvhenwe knowwe
are not comfortablein that particular kind of work. It is important
to recognisethat limits do not signify any irrevocable flaw in
character. Working hard on an area of limitation may, in fact,
producegreat confidenceborn out of hard effort, and sometimes
real talentmaybe discoveredeneaththe surfaceof whatappears
to be a block or difficulty. It is up to you to discernwhethera
characterlimitation needsto be worked on, or compassionately
accepted, or both.
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Being ordinary is not a crime

Your inner daimondemandghat you expresswho you are with
courageand authenticity,regardlessof whetheryou are "accept-
able" in the eyes of the collective. Thisaigreatstrengthandalso
a clearindicator of the necessityof a highly individualistic work
path.Your chief limitation arisesfrom this very strength,for your
insistenceon beingintenselyindividual may makeyou fear those
elements in your natusghich requirethe samemundanecomforts
androutinesas lessgifted souls. You may expectyourselfto be
perpetuallydynamic, creative,and inspired, twenty-four hoursa
day; and no person,howevergifted, can sustainsuchinspiration
all thetime. Your creativeenergiesarelikely to ebbandflow, and
you may needto periodicallyfall backon work routineswhich are
so familiar that you could do them blindfolded,in orderto recu-
perateandrefreshyourself.lt is very tiring havingto be extraordi-
nary all the time; andyour creativework could sufferif you sub-
jectyourselfto this kind of strain.Don’t be so afraid of beingan
ordinarymortal. You will notloseyourinspiration,andyour work
would benefitfrom the ability to enjoy the supportof colleagues
and the relaxing boredom of ordinary routines. Concern with
material security may also seemsomehowless than what you
believe you should be about, yet if you do atéendto this
dimensionof life, instability could createa chronicanxietywhich
interfereswith your creativecapacitiesYou are quite ableto take
periodsof volatility in your life providedyou havethe necessary
independencéo expressyourselfasyou seefit. But too much of
this could be draining ratherthan simply part of the packageof
being anindividual. Denyingsimplematerialneedsn the nameof
grandidealsor greatart, or in an effort to prove you are "differ-
ent", may not be an especiallyhelpful approachto your working
life. Nothing and no one can take away your powerful corady
viduality. Learnto relax during thosemomentswhenyou become
just like everybody else.

Rules are not always made to be broken

You havea stronglyindependenspirit andareattunedto all kinds
of newideas.This visionary quality is combined,understandably
enough,with a deepresistanceio conventionalrules and struc-
tures;you arevery muchyour own personandarenot preparedo
compromiseyour idealsjust becausenther peoplethink a certain
way. You don’t mind beingperceivedas eccentricandyou don’t
backoff from confrontationif required,especiallyif this involves
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the suggestionthat you should sell out in the name of public
opinion. But this fiercely individualistic quality, althoughit is an
enormousgreativeassein your work, cansometimeshavean ele-
mentof sheerperversityaboutit. You may feel impelledto break
a rule simply because it is a rule, and not becawgenitinelycon-
flicts with somethingyou deeplybelievein. Sometimesyou like
rockingthe boatjust becausehereis a boatto be rocked,andyou
may sometimesehaveike the proverbial'rebelwithout a cause”
- just for the sakeof beingrebellious.And sometimeghis could
cause you unnecessanydifficulties, particularly with those in
authority.Not all rulesaremadeto be broken;sometimeghereis
commonsensdn rulesandstructuresandyou needto be ableto
assessachsituationin its own terms rather than displaying a
knee-jerk"No!" everytime you encountera rule. Equally, not all
authority is there to crush the individuahdyou may alsoneedto
learnto respondto individuals ratherthan seeingeveryonein a
position of authority as someonewhoserule needsto be flouted.
Thereis no ultimate benefitin sucha blind reactionagainstcon-
vention,andit could do seriousharmto your goalsandability to
achievethem. Recognisingthe value of a particular structureor
conventiondoesnot rob you of your individuality. Nothingin the
world could dathat, exceptreal disloyaltyto your own soul. Make @
%

surethat you are truly answeringthe demandsof your soul, and

not just kicking at thingsfrom an unconsciouseedto proveyou @
can flout authority. &

Other people’s feelings matter too

Your senseof personalmissionis powerful, andit is one of your
greatestassetsn termsof carving a unique placein the world.
You listen to nadrumbeakxceptyour own, andyou arenot easily
swayedby others’negativeopinionsor animosity.Your commit-
ment to your own vision is unswerving and you are prepared to put
up with considerablehardshipand evenisolation aslong as you
have a chanceto expresswhat you feel needsto be expressed.
However, this may sometimes be too much gbodthing. It may
be wise sometimedo remembeithat you do live in a world with
otherpeople,andthattheir feelingsmattertoo. This doesn’tmean
you shouldbetrayyour own self, or compromisewhere compro-
mises are untenable. But you may inadvertently injtiners’feel-
ingsor treadon their toessimply because/ou arenot really aware
of their reality. Your preoccupatiomwith your own creativevision
may be so greatthat you are simply unconsciousf the effect of
your powerful personalityand your senseof personalrightness.
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Whenyou aredealingwith colleaguer co-workers,it might be
helpful to think beforeyou speak because/ou are capableof fail-

ing to recognisenthers’sensitivityand needof positive feedback.
You yourselfenjoy praiseand encouragementso do others,and
your generosity althoughheartfelt, nay sometimedail to be ex-
pressedsimply becauseyou haven't noticed that someoneelse
needsit to be demonstratedEveryonelikes to be remindedthat
whatthey do andsayis interestingand worthwhile, and that they
too areimportant. This potentialdifficulty is not dueto any per-
sonalmeanness you. It springsfrom the intensityof your vision
andthe passionwith which you pursueit. Whenyou areworking
alone, you don't need to attend to thésideworld. But whenyou
are dealingvith others try to remembethatthey probablyadmire
and respect you, and a little sensitivity couldagong way toward
establishing positive and enduring relationships at work.

Face those secret anxieties

You arebraveandindependentandyou will go your ownway re-
gardless of how unconventional others mighiceiveyour pathin
life. But like all humansyou sometimessuffer from anxietiesand
may not alwaysbe ableto musterthe kind of confidenceyou wish

to have.The critical opinionsof othersmay hurt you more than
you acknowledgeand a deeplonging to belong may sometimes
make you feel isolatedin your determinationto remain loyal to '
your own ideals.Although thesedoubtsand anxietiesshould not N

turn you from whatyou needto do, neverthelesg maybewiseto %
acknowledgeandfacethe secretfearsthat sometimegplagueyou. g
Trying to stifle them could force themto surfacein unconscious

ways which could interfere with creatipeojectsandrelationships

with co-workersor colleaguesYou are highly individualistic, but

thereis no requiremenfor you to be superhumanandsometimes

admissionof your own humanitymight help you to recognisethat

you do have supportfrom others.You don’t always haveto be

brave, decisive,and uncaringof the opinion of the crowd. You
needsomeencouragemenfrom your fellows, and somefeeling

that you belongsomewhere evenif it is in a loosegroup of in-

tenselyindividual soulslike yourselfwho sharecertainidealsand

convictions.Don't back off from seekingadvicewhenit is really

necessary, and let others in arbitre.You may beindividualistic,

but you also havefeelings,and theseneedto be honouredalong

with your fierce determination to follow your own path in life.
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Value your creative gifts

Although you haveconsiderableourageandare preparedo face
life’'s challenge®n your own meritsandwith loyalty to your own
ideals,sometimes/ou may secretlyundervaluegyour creativegifts.
Thereare certaininsecuritieswhich may nag at you at times, and
if you arenot honestabouttheseyou mayfind thatthey surfacein
indirectwaysandcauseyou to placetoo low a price on your abil-
ities. You might even unconsciouslysabotagecreative efforts,
ensuringthat you do not succeedevenwhenyou very muchwish
to, becausesecretlyyou don't believeyou deservesuccessThe
roots of theseanxietiesmay lie in experiencesvhich belongto
your early life, and it might be helpful to explore those areas
whereyou may be carryinga senseof unworthinessor the belief

that somehow you do not merit both fulfilment and financial remu-

nerationthrough your work. Family expectationscould play an
importantpartin your uneaseandso might materialdifficulties in
the family background which cause guilt abdvging too
successfubt somethingyou love doing. The more consciousyou
are of the subjectivebasisfor your anxieties,the betterable you
will be to deal with them in a detachedand constructiveway.
Don't try to pretendyou are immuneto insecurities.You have
plenty of courageandyou don’t haveto weara bravefaceto im-
pressothers.Try to facewhatgoeson insideyou, andlearnto dis-
tinguish betweenexperiencegrom the pastand the situationyou
find yourselfin now. You have everythinggoing for you, and
should be able to make a successat what you most love and
believe in. Your only real enemy is your own self-doubt.

Lack of confidence can undermine your faith in life
You arebraveandindependentandyour determinatiorto follow

your own coursein life is an enormousspur to creative work.
However,sometimes/ou may be too strenuousn your ferocious

individualism because you secretly lack confidence in yourself and

are afraid of rejectionor criticism from the collective - that very
collective which you professnot to care about. Deep down, you
aren’t really convincedthat what you expresss worthwhile, and
this could sometimesakeyou sabotageour own work effortsor
anticipaterejectionwhenthereis no basisfor suchafear. It could
also make you take temporary failure as a permanent catsing
you to avoid getting up and trying again. Your insecurity may
stem,in part, from early experiencesvhich taughtyou that you
cannottake the supportand appreciationof othersfor granted.
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You may haveoftenfelt lonely andmisunderstoodBut the pastis
not the present,and you needto be both realistic and optimistic
aboutyour own gifts andthe limits of the collective aroundyou.
The creative ideagou expressandthe work you areableto offer,
will neverbe pleasingto everysingle soul walking the earth;and
in fact the majority may nevervalue it properly simply because
they are too lacking in individual tast@dvaluesto do so.But the
minority who canrespondo whatyou aretrying to offer is prob-
ably a sizeableminority, andit may be perfectlysufficientto give
you the encouragementou need.Try not to carry sucha big chip
on your shoulder.In the end, no one can defeatyou exceptyour
own self-doubt.

Chapter V
Working with Others

One of the mostimportant factors to considerin terms of your
directionin life is how you work with others.Everyonehashis or

her own style of relating in the working environment;everyone

has different needsand requirementseveryoneneedsa different
degreeof privacy or teamwork;and everyonenteractsdifferently

with peers and with authoritiygures.Thereis no "normal” way of
being with others, but it is important that you understprstiwhat

you do need,so that you can maximiseyour abilities in the best ‘\\
possible way. Many specific issues concerned with your inter-
actionwith othersat work havebeencoveredin earlier sections;
thefollowing paragraphis morea summaryof fundamentaheeds
which might be helpful to keep in mind.

Independence is the elixir of life

You arecapableof greatgenerosityandloyalty to colleagueshut
you are essentiallyan individualist and must go your own way.
This independenceés one of your greatestassetsn your working
life, becausdt ensureghat you will not deviatefrom your own
vision even if you receive nsupportor approval from those
aroundyou. In many respectsyour working relationshipscome
secondto your loyalty to your own valuesand dreams,and you
run no risk of "selling out" purely in orderto "belong". You are
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also likely to find it uncomfortableworking around those who
needtoo much interdependencyn their working lives, and the
cosywork placewith everyoneinvolved in everyoneelse’s per-
sonalbusinesss not the placefor you. Apart from your particular
issues with authority and hierarchical organisationsand in-

stitutions, you are also not well suitedto the kind of "family”

atmospherevhich manypeoplecravein their work situation.You
have no real interest in beiogeof a group,but aredeterminedo
be yourself,uniqgueandindividual. You are preparedo copewith

lonelinessand collective disapprovalif necessaryand may even
takea kind of pride in beingthe "outsider"who doesn’tfit. This
attitude supportsyour needto createsomethingof your own, for
creative efforts stumblandoftendie whentoo manypeopletry to
get involved and offer advice.

Yet you arealsohuman,andin needof someencouragemerand
supportfrom othersevenif it is from a very small group of indi-
viduals who, like yourself, recognisethe importanceof inner
commitmentandvision. Try not to carry a chip on your shoulder;

even in larger organisations, not everyone is a faceless worker, and

there may be more people who understand géfortsanddreams
than you might think. Although you will probably always be

admiredandliked for your style andindividuality, you may some-
timesmakeit difficult for othersto approachyou, andyou might

not alwaysrecognisethatthereis no intrinsic flaw in needingthe

acceptancef others.More collectively orientatedpeopleare not

necessarilyincapableof understanding/our determinationto ex-

pressyour individual vision; and you yourself may needaccept-
ancemore thanyou realise.You will always benefit, both emo-
tionally and creatively,from a few strongfriendshipswith work-

ing colleaguesr thosewho pursuesimilar creativepaths,andit is

importantthat you don’t let excesspride or defensivenesgetin

the way of thesepotentially supportiverelationshipsLet yourself
be ordinary and vulnerable sometimes. It wdk put your creative
vision at risk, nor erodeyour independenceit will only honour
your humannesswhich is as essentialan ingredientin your

success as talent and individuality.
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Chapter VI
What Success Really Means to You

When people speak of "succesbgygenerallymeana positionof

importancein the world’s eyes,or a job that yieldslots of money
and all the material pleasuresand comforts that implies. But

successin termsof the deeperissueof vocation,is a highly indi-

vidual thing that means different things to different people.
Succes# this moreprofoundsenses linked with an individual’s

capacityto expressn the outerworld the valuesandidealswhich
mattermostin the inner world. Seenin this way, successnay not

involvemoneyor positionat all; for it dependson a quality of in-

ner loyalty andintegrity, and reflectsthe real essencef individu-

ality rather thana commonconsensu$asedon superficial social
or material concerns.

Successfor you, is not really reflectedin a "top" positionin the

world, or in a large salary, or msenseof poweror influence.lt is

a deeplyinner experiencewhich is connectedwith your senseof

being"at home"in your work, andyour feeling of beingrootedin

tradition, thepast,andthe innerworld. Whateverotherpersonality

inclinationsmight draw you out into societyor into the company

of others, your deepest sense of selfiteedinward,anda feeling

of meaningand purposein your work dependson the knowledge

that you are serving asvesselfor thatinnerreality andhelpingto

anchorit in life in someway. Theinnerworld is not alwaysintan-

gible; it canalso peepthroughthe cyclesof nature,the land, and

thetraditionsof thefamily past.These aswell asthe artsor work

which takesyou into the interior of the human psyche, might

provideyou with the kind of link with deeperrealitiesyou needto

feel you arefulfilling a vocationratherthan simply doing a job.

Family life canalso provide the senseof continuity and contain-

ment, and this may be no lessa vocationthan what most people -
deemto be a successfujob. It is the senseof deepconnection /

which you seek and need to nourish your soul.

A certain diffidence and lack of self-confidence could make it hard
for you to engageon the profoundinner journeywhich is so im-
portant for your sense of purpose in life. You might findifiticult

to distanceyourselffrom the hopesandexpectation®f your fam-

ily background, or believe you do not deserve to craayghingin
your own right. A bit of self-doubt,aslong asit is not excessive,
can makeyou moresensitiveto the needsandrights of others,and
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can also help you to demandauthenticity from yourselfin any
work you do. And your powerfuldrive for self-expressiorhedged
aboutby personaluncertainty could helpyouto find just the right

creativevehicle to expressthat inner world which is so vital for

the nourishment of your soul.

Paradoxicallyyou may needto travel far from the place of your
originsin orderto find whatyou feel to be your deepestootsand
substanceOr you may needto build on an inheritancefrom the
past which you need to transform so that ttugy your own rather
thansimply a perpetuatiorof others’ efforts and creativeenergy.
Don't be afraid to leavethe pastbehindin orderto refind it in a
new andmoremeaningfulform. A truevocation,for you, needso
offer you a vehicle throughwhich your senseof continuity with
everythingand everyonethat camebefore you can be creatively
expressed.
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ASTROLOGICAL DATA USED FOR THIS HOROSCOPE:

name:Bill Gates (male)

birthdate:28 Oct 1955 local time 22:00 methodLiz Greene

place:Seattle, WA (US) U.T. 06+00 housesPlacidus
long:122w20 lat: 47n36 sid. time 00:17:52 25-Nov-2000
PLANETARY POSITIONS
planet sign degree motion
© Sun Scorpio 5n.02'23 in house 4 direct
D Moon Aries 8v14'54 in house 10 direct
¢ Mercury Libra 1623603 in house 4 direct
@ Venus Scorpio 20m.13'53 in house 5 direct
o Mars Libra 10207°07 in house 4 direct
A4 Jupiter Leo 2704703 in house 2 direct
 Saturn Scorpio 21m.35'30 in house 5 direct
1 Uranus Leo 2017'21 in house 1 direct
4 Neptune Libra 28214'31 in house 4 direct
P Pluto Leo 2802043 in house 2 direct
£ Moon’s Node Sagittarius 1928’17 in house 5 retrograde
& Chiron Aquarius 019742 in house 7 direct
HOUSE POSITIONS
Ascendant Cancer 26557'41 Descendant Capricorn 26357'41
2nd House Leo 1403505 8th House Aquarius 14:235'05
3rd House Virgo 6m07°'19 9th House Pisces 6%07°'19
Imum Coeli Libra 4251’52 Medium Coeli Aries 4v51'52
5th House Scorpio 12n.53'50 11th House Taurus 1245350
6th House Sagittarius  23246'43 12th House Gemini 2346’43

Sun SQUARE Uranus 2°45
Sun CONJUNCTION Neptune 6°48
Sun SQUARE Chiron 4°42
Moon OPPOSITION Mercury 8°20

Moon OPPOSITIONMars 1°51

Moon TRINE Uranus 5°57
Mercury CONJUNCTION Mars 6°29
Mercury SEXTILE Moon’s Node 2°52

Venus SQUARE Jupiter 7°32

MAJOR ASPECTS

Venus CONJUNCTION Saturn 1°22
Venus SQUARE Pluto 8°06
Mars TRINE Chiron 9°46

Jupiter SQUARE Saturn 6°11

Jupiter SEXTILE Neptune0°27

Jupiter CONJUNCTION Pluto 0°34
Jupiter TRINE Moon’s Node 8°18
Saturn SQUARE Pluto 6°44

Uranus SQUARE Neptune4°02

Uranus OPPOSITION Chiron 1°57
Neptune SEXTILE Pluto 0°05

Neptune SQUARE Chiron 2°05

Pluto TRINE Moon’s Node 8°51

Moon CONJUNCTION Medium Coeli 3°23
Mars OPPOSITION Medium Coeli 5°14
Uranus CONJUNCTION Ascendant5°20
Chiron OPPOSITION Ascendant3°21

Numbers indicate orb (deviation from the exact aspect angle).
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